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(“standing on the shoulders of giants”) 

Physics has been a part of Lehigh’s history since the very early days of the University. The first 
physics research paper was indeed published in 1867, only two years after the foundation of the 
University in 1865.  As in many other universities however, the modern history of the Department 
started in the 40’s, after the Second World War, and that is when research became an integral part of 
the Department’s activities. Still, teaching remained an essential part of the mission. The events of 
the next few decades shaped the Physics Department to be what it is today.  In this special 
colloquium, we will hear from four senior physics faculty members who actively participated in these 
events. They will give a first-hand account of people and their activities in the Physics Department 
during the last 50+ years and explain how, in their own view, the evolution of these past 50+ years 
have shaped the Department to be what it is today. 

Professor W. Beall Fowler 
W. Beall Fowler graduated from Lehigh with a Bachelor’s degree in Engineering Physics in 1959, received his PhD from 
the University of Rochester in 1963 and then went on to the University of Illinois for a postdoctoral experience. He 
joined the Physics Department in 1966. He has served twice as Chair of the Department and as Interim Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences. His research is in theoretical Condensed Matter Physics, particularly electronic and 
vibrational properties of point defects in semiconductors and insulators.  He is a fellow of the APS and has received 
several awards both from professional societies and at Lehigh. 
Professor Shelden H. Radin 
Shelden H. Radin received his BS in Physics from Worcester Polytechnic Institute in 1958 and his PhD in Physics from Yale 
University in 1963. He started at Lehigh University in 1963.  His research was in non-equilibrium statistical mechanics, 
kinetic theory and theoretical plasma physics. With Robert T. Folk, he co-authored the introductory physics textbook 
PHYSICS for Scientists and Engineers, published by Prentice-Hall.  Professor Radin chaired the Physics Achievement Test 
Committee for the College Board tests.  Within the department, he chaired most of the curriculum committees and also 
served on many College and University committees. 
Professor Russell  A. Shaffer 
 Russell  A. Shaffer earned his Bachelor’s degree from Drexel and his PhD from Johns Hopkins University. After a two 
year postdoctoral position at Vanderbilt University, he joined the faculty at Lehigh in 1964. Prof. Shaffer‘s research was 
in theoretical elementary particle physics, with a special emphasis on weak and electromagnetic interactions and lepton 
physics. He also taught courses in a number of different physics subjects. He was also an active member of the American 
Association of Physics Teachers and advisor for the Lehigh’s section of the Society of Physics Students. He coordinated 
the Physics Colloquium for several years with a ready sense of wit. 
Professor Yong W. Kim 
Yong W. Kim was educated at Seoul National University, BS and MS in physics, and at the University of Michigan, PhD 
also in physics.  He first joined Lehigh University as an assistant professor of physics in 1968, and has been professor of 
physics since 1977.  He specializes in atomic and statistical physics.  Professor Kim is also a fellow of the APS. 


